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OUTLOOK FOR NAVAL LIMITATION 


UDGED by the meager accomplish- 

ments of its previous meetings, the 
results of the sixth session of the Pre- 
paratory Disarmament Commission which 
adjourned at Geneva last Monday are on 
the whole encouraging. 

The way has not yet been cleared for 
a general disarmament conference. No 
agreement has been reached on the terms 
of the draft convention on which the 
commission has been struggling since 
1926. But on one phase of the commis- 
sion’s work—naval reduction—fresh hope 
has been injected by the American for- 
mula put forward by Mr. Gibson. At the 
final meeting the principal naval powers 
agreed to study the American proposal, 
with the hope of meeting later to embark 
on a detailed discussion of the whole 
problem. 


In his final remarks Mr. Gibson reiter- 
ated the substance of the American pro- 
posal on “equivalent tonnage,’ emphasiz- 
ing the fact that his government felt that 
it would be advisable “to take into ac- 
count only factors that are simple and 
obvious, easy to compute and easy to 
understand. We feel that the problem 
should not be complicated by the introduc- 
tion of factors which may well be con- 
sidered as really no more than elements 
of the prime factors.” 

If this program can be adhered to, and 
if technical considerations can be subli- 
mated to their proper level, there may be 
some basis for finding a common agree- 
ment in the near future. 

The prospect for actual reduction in 
land armaments is less hopeful. Mr. Gib- 
son’s statement that the United States 
would defer to the views of the principal 
powers interested in land armaments, 


particularly in regard to trained reserves 
and war supplies, created only confusion 
both here and abroad. The statement 
was at first interpreted as meaning that 
the United States had surrendered to the 
French thesis, which held that reserve 
forces could not be included in any limi- 
tation treaty. This interpretation was 
denied at the White House on May 3, 
where it was stated emphatically that the 
United States had not abandoned its pre- 
vious policies or its principles; that it had 
not attempted to “bargain” with any 
group of powers; that it had merely with- 
drawn from a matter of purely European 
concern in which it had no direct interest, 
and had deferred to the views of the 
majority in the interest of hastening 
agreement. 


Whatever the purpose of the American 
policy on trained reserves, its effect has 
clearly strengthened that group of powers 
led by France which has consistently op- 
posed reduction of the large reserve forces 
which constitute the effective strength of 
modern military establishments. Agree- 
ment on the terms of a draft treaty may 
be reached sooner as a result of America’s 
withdrawal from the _ discussion. 3ut 
that agreement will not afford the “re- 
duction” which the United States has ad- 
vocated in the past for both land and 
naval armaments. W. T. S. 


China Asks for Relinquishment of 
Extraterritoriality 


HE first official act of Dr. C. C. Wu, 
_as Chinese Minister to the United 
States, is the submission of a note to 
Secretary of State Stimson requesting the 
United States to abrogate the privileges 


of extraterritoriality which this country 
has exercised in China since 1842. 

The note which was made public on 
May 5, stated that extraterritoriality in 
China is a legacy of the old régime which 
has not only ceased to be adaptable to 
the present-day conditions but has be- 
come so detrimental to the smooth work- 
ing of the judicial and administrative 
machinery of China that her progress as 
a member of the family of nations has 
been unnecessarily retarded. Dr. Wu 
cited the progress which has been made 
by China in the adoption of Western legal 
conceptions, and the preparation of new 
civil and commercial codes which will be 
ready for promulgation before January 
1, 1930. He also referred to the fact that 
certain European countries have already 
relinquished their extraterritorial privi- 
leges and have found no cause for com- 
plaint that their interests have been in 
any way prejudiced. 

Referring to the friendly attitude to- 
wards China which has dominated Amer- 
ican policy in the past, the note expressed 
the desire of China to have the restric- 
tions on her sovereignty removed “at the 
earliest possible date.” 

While the State Department will give 
careful consideration to the Chinese note, 
no immediate reply is anticipated in 
Washington. The latest official state- 
ment of American policy was made by 
Secretary Kellogg on January 26, 1927, 
when he stated that “the United States 
is prepared to put into force the recom- 
mendations of the  extraterritoriality 
commission . . . at once and to negotiate 
the release of extraterritorial rights as 
soon as China is prepared to provide pro- 
tection by law and through her courts to 
American citizens, their rights and 
property.” 

Dr. Wu, following his arrival in the 
United States last year and prior to his 
appointment as Minister, is understood 
to have discussed the question of extra- 
territoriality with officials of the State 
Department. Little progress was made 
in these discussions due to the belief on 
the part of American officials that the 
Chinese Government had not yet taken 
adequate steps to provide protection of 
foreign rights and property. 

In addition to Russia, Germany, Aus- 
tria and Hungary, who lost their extra- 
territorial rights during the war, the 
following countries have relinquished 
their favored position in new treaties 
with China: Belgium, Italy, Denmark, 
Portugal and Spain. In each of these 
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cases new treaties have been entered int 
under which the power in question has 
agreed conditionally to relinquish all ex- 
traterritorial rights on January 1, 1930. 


W. T. S. 
Persia to Recognize Iraq 


HE Shah of Persia and the King of 

Iraq exchanged messages of felicita- 
tion and good-will for the first time in 
April of this year. Hitherto Persia has 
refused to recognize Iraq or to cooperate 
cordially with Iraq in such services as 
telegraphic and telephonic communica- 
tions, customs or mail. Persian authori- 
ties announced long ago that cordial re- 
lations could never exist between the two 
countries so long as Persian nationals in 
Iraq did not enjoy the same _ judicial 
privileges as the nationals of certain other 
States which are League Members. And 
last year, at a meeting of the Sixth Com- 
mittee of the League Assembly, the Per- 
sian delegate protested publicly against 
the existing situation. Great Britain, as 
mandatory for Iraq, secured on March 9 
of this year the approval of the League 
Council for the principle of introducing 
a uniform judicial system into Iraq—a 
system which would involve the abolition 
of extraterritorial privileges still enjoyed 
by certain foreigners in Iraq. The mere 
prospect of this change has brought about 
a softening of the Persian attitude. It is 
expected that a regular air mail service 
between Baghdad and Teheran will soon 
be only one of many tangible evidences 
of the improved relationship between the 
two countries. E. P.M 


Der Kampf um den Frieden, by Wolf von De- 
wall. Frankfurt am Main, Frankfurter So- 
cietats-Druckerei, 1929. 

A non-technical and reliable description of 
German foreign policy since the war, with spe- 
cial reference to Franco-German relations. The 
author, who is the Foreign Editor of the Frank- 
furter Zeitung, writes from a background of 


large personal experience in a readable and 
clear style. 


Russia in the Economic War, by Baron Boris 
E. Nolde. New Haven, Yale University Press, 
1928. 

This new volume of the Russian Series of the 
Economic and Social History of the World War, 
published by the Carnegie Endowment for In- 
ternational Peace, is a concise study of Russia’s 
war-time legislation. 


Die Finanz und Steuerverfassung der Union der 
sozialistischen Sowjet-Republiken, by Dr. Pau! 
Haensel. Jena, Verlag von Gustav Fischer, 
1928. 

A former professor of economics at the First 
State University of Moscow makes a thorough 
study of the financial policy and taxation system 
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 
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